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Hello,

We certainly opened our new season with a bang. Insane With Power was a wonderfully entertaining show. The
veterans gave great performances as always. And welcome to newcomer Tina Dalton, we hope to see you on stage in
many more shows.

Now a word from the directors, Michal Jacot and Barb Hunter...

I want to thank everyone who worked on INSANE WITH POWER for putting this show together. In addition to a
spectacular cast, we had a terrific backstage team who really went the extra mile to get things done. I'm proud of how
the show turned out, and our audiences are still talking about it. The author, Scott Haan, came to see the show and
absolutely loved the entire experience (not just seeing the show, but the hospitality and friendliness extended him by
the Players and people of East Tawas). Congratulations to all of you on a job well done.

And from Tim Haskin...

Thanks to the cast and crew of Insane With Power. It was certainly fun to watch with lots of laughs, as it was simply an
enjoyable play; done and directed well. The play was certainly a great escape for me and others in the audience, taking
one away from the hardships of life and watching a cast that certainly looked like they were having great fun performing
for their audience. It was also cool to hear the positive comments made by the author of the play who came to Tawas
town to see your production. Everyone | talked to that saw the play had a great time. Kudos to all of you. |look
forward to the sequel if there is or if one were to be created. Thanks for sharing your talents.

The Arenac Eastern Drama Department proudly presents our Fall production of
Pieces of Life on November 6 and November 7 at 7 p.m. in the Multi-Purpose Room.

The show consists of seven 10-minute plays! Some are dramas, and some are comedies. You may shed a
tear or two, and you will definitely laugh. We are very proud of this show and hope you support these
actors and actresses by coming out and watching them perform!!

This production stars Braidon Berry, Katelyn Good, Ali LaClair, Katrina Mahon, Graham Morgan, and
Katilyn Sherwood.

This is another marvelous FloHunt Production!

Admission is $4.00 for Adults and $3.00 for Students.

Holiday Gifts for Tawas Village Residents by June Hudgins

It’s getting close to the holiday season again and Christmas will be here before we all realize it. The stores are now
starting to put out their stuff for the holidays. Soooo...we would like you to all think about giving some small gifts for the
residents of Tawas Village. For the past several years the Tawas Bay Players have provided gift bags of goodies for the
residents. Small, inexpensive items like lotions, Holiday decorations, books and snacks are great. So please take your
donations to the playhouse and let me know and I will see it gets put in the office. Or call me at 362-8423 and | will take
care of it for you. Donations of cash are fine too; | will do the shopping for you. Thank you.



2009 Raffle

One more raffle has been completed. And as usual it would not have been possible without the efforts of Deb DeBois.
She is always more than happy to spend her summer at various area events (sometime several in a single weekend)
selling tickets. Shereally is the face of the Tawas Bay Players promoting our seasons at all the festivals as well as selling
tickets. She is always quick to downplay her efforts, instead giving recognition to those who tow the trailer and who sit
and keep her company. She has been under the weather and will be submitting a thank you to all of her helpers in the
next newsletter, but | wanted to be sure to give hera great big thank you. This past year’s raffle raised $8,342.00. And,
drum roll please, in all ten years of raffles $88,009.00 has been added to the TBP treasury.

Thank You to All Who Bought and Sold Raffle Tickets For Our 10th Summer
Raffle!!!

THE WINNERS...

1ST PRIZE-2 MOPEDS
JOHN SANDERSON OF HALE

2ND PRIZE-UTILITY TRAILER
BILL ALBAUGH OF SHEPERD

3RD PRIZE-WEBBER GAS GRILL
JULIE PEARCE OF OSCODA

4TH PRIZE-$250
KEVIN & DEBBY JUNGQUIST OF EAST TAWAS

5TH PRIZE- TWO, 2009 SEASON TICKETS
TIOM POWELL OF CHESANING

Squabbles by June Hudgins

Jerry and Alice are happily married with a baby on the way. Living with the happy couple is the not-so-happy
Abe Dreyfus, Jerry’'s curmudgeon of a father-in-law. Abe is a funny guy to the audience but not to Jerry. The
situation is exacerbated when Jerry’s mother Mildred loses her home in a fire and needs a place to stay. So
she moves in. And of course, Abe and Mildred can’t stand each other.

Then there is Hector Lopez, the handyman who uses the bathroom in the house non-stop. And Mrs. Fisher,
the unpleasant governess who won't let the grandparents near the baby. Rounding out the cast is neighbor
Sol Wasserman. The play is one confrontation after another until the end in which the oldsters discover that
really the other is not so bad.

The play is directed by June with assistance from Tim Haskin. Producers are Janie Mundy and Phyllis Spencer.
The cast is as follows:

Alice — Reecie Smith Jerry — Chad Robson
Abe —Keith Frank Mildred — Tara Western
Hector — Chris Mundy Mrs. Fisher —Sharon Langley

Sol Wasserman — Lynn Phillips

Performance dates are January 22, 23, 24, 28, 29, 30 & 31.



Aida (Teen Musical) Auditions

Auditions will be held Tuesday, November 10 and Wednesday, November 11 at 7:00 p.m. at the Tawas Bay Playhouse.
The show will be cast with 9" — 12" grade students. For the audition, be prepared to read from the script and sing. If
you are interested in trying out for one of the lead roles contact Dennis Szatkowski Il at 989-820-0523 for a copy of the
music and a cd.

About the show — Elton John and Tim Rice's AIDA is a contemporary musical take on a grand classic tale of the timeless
bond between an enslaved Nubian princess and an Egyptian soldier. As forbidden love blossoms between them, the
young lovers are forced to face death or part forever. Together, they set a shining example of true devotion that
ultimately transcends the vast cultural differences between their warring nations, heralding a time of unprecedented
peace and prosperity. With a pop-rock score that features stirring ballads and rousing choral numbers, Elton John and
Tim Rice's AIDA is a modern crowd pleaser that embraces dancing, staging and singing.

Performance dates will be March 12, 13, 14, 18, 19, 20, & 21.

What Are They Doing Now?

Shane Whitford by Judy Quarters

I know we all have missed Shane on stage, since his starring role as The Candlestick in Beauty in the Beast. Well, we
have chance to see him again!! He has the lead in Saginaw’s Pit & Balcony’s play Little Women the Musical. Show dates
are December 4™ to December 13™. | know December is a busy month for everyone, but it would a great surprise for
Shane if a bunch of people from Tawas were to show up....so consider making the trip!!

Information about tickets, dates & times can be found at: http://www.pitandbalconytheatre.com

Tristan Peach reprinted with permission from the losco County News Herald

A 2005 Tawas Area High School graduate has landed several roles, including in movies, since his
performance earlier this year onstage at the Purple Rose Theater in Chelsea. Tristan Peach, son
of Mike and Monica Peach of Tawas City, was toasted into the Actor’s Equity Association on
opening night for A Streetcar Named Desire playing the role of Young Man.

Since then, Peach auditioned for and obtained the role of Serious Mormon in the movie What's
Wrong With Virginia currently being filmed in Holland. He worked two days on the film and met
its lead actress Jennifer Connelly, lead actor Ed Harris, and worked alongside Lucas Grabeel, who
plays the role of Nervous Mormon. According to Monica Peach, her son is now done with that
role and expressed it as being one of the best experiences of his life.

He recently obtained the role of Charlie in an upcoming movie directed by David Schwimmer called Trust. This role
could encompass Tristan playing the character at two different ages. This movie is based on a play written by
Schwimmer and Andy Bellin, currently scheduled to play at the Lookingglass Theater in Chicago starting next March
through May.

Monica Peach said Tristan has been busy auditioning for various roles and had two auditions for different movies — one

with Faye Dunaway and the other is a comedy. He works with the Talent Shop and the | Group, both out of Detroit. He

has also worked on a television show called Wannabees filmed in Howell and shown in Europe. He worked two days as

an extra on that show. He is also involved with Bending Spoons, an independent movie that is expected to be filmed out
of Saginaw.



A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Stage by Michal Jacot

Every theatre group has their Story. The Story usually centers around something that happened during one of
their productions that went horribly wrong and everyone’s efforts to right it in the middle of chaos. When
cast parties are in full swing and drinks are flowing freely, The Story always ends up being told by someone,
either to indoctrinate the new members into their group (“The funniest thing that ever happened to us is
this...”), or to relive old times (“Hey remember when this happened...?”) or simply because your theatre has
some sort of by-law that requires that The Story be told at every cast party (“According to Section 5 Paragraph
1a, | have to relate The Story now...”) The best part of a Story is that it will grow like fungus; every time it’s
told, it’s embellished a little bit, until, after many years, the legend veers far away from the actual truth.

I am a member of the Tawas Bay Players. This is Our Story. It happened during our production of A Funny
Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum. (At this point, every Tawas Bay Player will nod their head
knowingly, then stop reading this column because they have already heard The Story many times before.)
Forum is a favorite of community theatres. It’s a hilarious script, it’s got great music, but most of all, it’s just
so damn much fun. It’s like a toga party, except you have to rehearse for several weeks to be invited to it. If
you weren’t involved in Forum, stop reading this right now and go talk to your board of directors and tell them
| said we should do it again. Well, on second thought, finish my column first. | have low self-esteem issues
and need to know that you read the whole thing.

One of the great scenes in Forum is the climactic chase scene. Everyone chases everyone onstage and
offstage, running through the maze of entrances and exits on the stage. It looks like total chaos to the
audience. Itis a paradox of theatre that total chaos must always be planned with tightrope precision;
otherwise it doesn’t look like total chaos. Everyone knew their cues. We knew when to run out on stage, who
was chasing us, and where to run off stage. We had a whip-cracking stage manager known for keeping a tight
grip on her cast and crew, to the point where some people were driven insane by her. We’ll call her “Jane.”
Why we’d want to do that is beyond me since her name is Debra Lee DeBois, but we must follow literary rules.

The show was going pretty well. We all got ready for the big chase scene. “Jane” (wink wink) gave us all her
stage manager glare to make sure we were all in place. The scene began, and we were off. It wasn’t long
before the actress playing Domina, apparently forgetting she was actually in the cast, sat down and relaxed.
This was when she was supposed to be out on stage. Someone ran out onstage to yell a line to Domina only
to find that she wasn’t there. The bottom corner block was pulled out from our pyramid of tightrope
precision, and all the little actors came a-tumbling down.

Nobody knew where they were, or if it was their turn to go out, or what they should do. In desperation, |
figured we should get someone out on stage just to avoid that long pause where the audience stares at an
empty stage wondering what happened. So | ran out onstage, ad-libbed some sort of action that someone
was chasing me, and ran off stage. Instead of filling dead time, this only confused the audience. So, grasping
at the hope that the audience would think it was all part of the show, | ran out on the stage again and
repeated it all. Well gee, that helped matters.

Backstage, a throng of actors (there are about eight people to a throng) surrounded “Jane” (nudge nudge)
asking every question ever asked by mankind in its history, and all at once. “What happened?” “What should
we do?” “Who missed their cue?” “What's the square root of 542?” “Who was king of Prussia in 1712?”
Ignoring the subtle feeling that she had become Alex Trebek, the harried stage manager flipped pages in her
script like a blackjack dealer shuffling cards, trying to figure out where to go from here.



Still determined that my strategy would work, | grabbed a nearby actor and told him to go out onstage and do
something. Anything. Then, just for fun, | followed him out and did something. Tawas is a small town; people
were used to seeing me acting like an idiot.

Backstage was one giant panic attack. Everyone was lost. People were going out on stage doing scenes they’d
rehearsed with another actor, but the other actor wasn’t there and they‘d recite lines to the set dressing.
“Jane” blasted orders into her headset: “We need a virgin! Send a virgin in! Where is my virgin?!” (If you’re not
familiar with Forum, just assume that made some sort of sense.)

In fact, the only person backstage who wasn’t going crazy was Domina, who sat quietly watching the
commotion, wondering what these people were so upset about. We tried our best, but | think the audience
caught on that we were, shall we say, on improvisational autopilot. Finally, somebody threw some lines
against the wall and they stuck. Like a cowgirl on the prairie, “Jane” roped in the stampeding cast and
managed to get through the rest of the production.

Our actress playing Domina never realized she was at fault for the chaos; only dimly aware that “someone”
missed a cue. While talking with her one day, our conversation turned to that night. She said, “That whole
scene just went haywire because someone missed a cue line. And do you know something?” She leaned
forward conspiratorially, as if divulging a great secret. “I think it was me!”

Yes, after some time, she had finally come realize that she was the one responsible for The Story. Eight years
later.

Editors Note: As one of the actors caught in the wrong place by the missed cue, let me say that it was one of my most
memorable stage experiences. Not one of my favorites, but memorable.

Some photos from Insane With Power ...




